Woodrow Wilson, 15 April 1917. Wilson’s Proclamation of War to
the American People

My	
  Fellow	
  Countrymen
…. We are fighting for what we believe and wish to be the rights of mankind and for the
future peace and security of the world .… We must realize to the full how great the task is
and how many things, how many kinds and elements of capacity and service and selfsacrifice it involves.
These, then, are the things we must do, and do well, besides fighting - the things without
which mere fighting would be fruitless.
We must supply abundant food for ourselves and for our armies and our seamen, not only,
but also for a large part of the nations with whom we have now made common cause, in
whose support and by whose sides we shall be fighting.
We must supply ships by the hundreds out of our shipyards to carry to the other side of the
sea, submarines or no submarines, what will every day be needed there, and abundant
materials out of our fields and our mines and our factories with which not only to clothe
and equip our own forces on land and sea, but also to clothe and support our people…
… I want to say that the men and the women who devote their thought and their energy to
these things will be serving the country and conducting the fight for peace and freedom just
as truly and just as effectively as the men on the battlefield or in the trenches.

The	
  Supreme	
  Test	
  Has	
  Come
In the hope that this statement of the needs of the nation and of the world in this hour of
supreme crisis may stimulate those to whom it comes and remind all who need reminder of
the solemn duties of a time such as the world has never seen before, I beg that all editors
and publishers everywhere will give as prominent publication and as wide circulation as
possible to this appeal.
I venture to suggest, also, to all advertising agencies that they would perhaps render a very
substantial and timely service to the country if they would give it wide-spread repetition.
The supreme test of the nation has come. We must all speak, act, and serve together!

